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Prapanna Parithranam Translation 
By Sri Ramanan Rajagopalan 


Introduction 


Swami Pillai LokAcharyar has blessed us with 18 granthams that contain the medicine that saves us from 
the snake-bite of samsara. One of the works is Mumukshuppadi where he talks about the steps to be 
taken by a soul seeking nitya kaimkarya prApti. In that work, he also refers to one of his other interesting 
works for a mumukshu. 


"Nam kannan kann allathillaiyOr kanne" 2-2-1 of ThiruvAymozhi, is the fact that Azhwars have clearly 
stated in their blissful outpourings as Nalayira Divya Prabandham. The above mentioned treatise is the 
one that SwAmi Pillai Ulakaryan has clearly dealt with in his interesting work bearing the title "Prapanna 
ParithrAnam" 


The title itself conveys the meaning that the work explains about the aspect of protection of souls that 
have performed sharanagati. Swamy Pillai UlagAriyan frames a hypothesis and logically proves with the 
quotes from puranas that Sriyapathi is the sole protector for all the mumukshus. Swamy deals with the 
elimination of the wrong perception of the souls that vest confidence on various relationships in samsara. 
Swamy deals with the following relationships in the process of showing that Kannan is the one and only 
protector: 


Brother 

Son 

Father 
Mother 

Other Devatas 


We will experience the anubhavam-s with each of the above case scenarios in the following postings. 
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In and Out of Protection Zone 


As we saw in the earleir posting, Swamy Pillai Lokacharyar refers to Prapanna ParithrAnam in his other 
work Mumukshuppadi: 


"Iswaranai Ozhinthavargal rakshagargal allar enbathai Prapanna ParithrAnathil sonnOm" 
mumUkshuppadi 39. 


Two reasons to fall into the protection Zone: 
As a mumukshu, one needs to develop two qualities that Nammazhwar talks about while surrendering to 
Perumal. 


1. Akincanyatvam (known as KaimudalillAimai in sampradhAyam) - Inadequecy and incapability of the soul 
in samsara to follow the path of karma, jnAna and bhakti yOgam. 


Azhwar explains this aspect and hence surrenders to Vanamamalai Perumal in the following manner: 
"nOtra nOnbilEn nun arivilEn...." (ThiruvAymozhi 5.7.1) 


The same aspect is dealt with by Swamy Alavandar in his Stotra Ratnam as below: 
"na dharma nistOsmi, na ca AtmavEdi, na bhaktimAn ...." 


2. Ananyagatitvam (known as vEroru pugalidam illAmai in sampradhAyam) - No other source to surrender 
other than Sriman Narayanan. 


In this aspect Azhwar surrender to ArAvamudan of Thirukkudanthai: 
"kaLaivaay thunbam kaLaiyaathozhivaay kaLaikaN maRRilEn..." (ThiruvAymozhi 5.8.8) 


Azhwar pleads to ArAvamudan that he would surrender only to Him even if ArAvamudan fails to wipe out 
the distress/fails to protect. 


This is wonderfully summed as a single line in ThiruvAymozhi: 
"ThAlum thadaikkayiyum kUppi paNlyum avar kaNDIr" 3-7-2. 


thadak kaiyum refers to Akinchanyam - The folded hands representing that nothing is with us. 
thALum - The legs approaching Him establishing He is the only saviour. 


Three reasons to fall out of Protection Zone: 


Our PurvAchAryas in the vYakyAnam have done a deep analysis of why Perumal will not protect us in some 
cases (souls in samsara), and also have given explanantion to the same. They attributed 3 reasons for that: 


When we think that we can protect ourselves 

If we need to attain some prerequisite quality so that Perumal will protect us 

When we look out to other sources of protection 

The first case scenario is equivalent to grabbing a baby from the hands of its parents and giving it to a 
butcher. Hence this case can be easily eliminated. 
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The second case scenario is well explained by Azhwars and Acharyas in exhibiting Akincanyatvam and 
ananya-gadhithvam - falling into the protection zone. 


The third case scenario is what Swamy Pillai Lokacharyar deals with in Prapanna ParithrAnam in showing 
the inadequecy of various relationships and anya devatas to protect us. 


Hence Pillai Lokacharyar clearly prescribes this work to only who are seeking mOksham and so quotes this 
when describing the aspects to be followed by a mumukshu in his other grantham Mumukshuppadi. 


He starts Prapanna ParitranAm with "MumukshuvAy...". 


We will look into his explanantion of how others cannot protect us in the order starting from brother from 
the next posting. 
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Are Brothers Our Saviours? Are son our saviours 
Brothers 
"braathAkkal rakshakargal allar enbathai vaali pakkalilum rAvanan pakkalilum kAnalaam..". 


Swamy Pillai Lokacharyar takes the example of vaali and ravanan from Ramayanam to show that brothers 
cannot protect one soul completely. 


1. vaali 


After getting wounded by Rama and just before getting killed vaali throws an arrow of questions at Rama. 
Rama answers each of his questions patiently. Finally, when justifying the reason for killing vaali by hiding, 
Rama offers following explanation: 


" Oh vaali! | could have let you off for all your deeds but one. At one point of time, Sugriva had surrendered 
to you completely to let his wife off. Still you did not give any heed to that. When a person completely 
surrenders to you, you are supposed to protect that person at any case even if he is an enemy to you. But 
you have failed to adhere to this sAstra. Hence, | had to take this hard decision." 


2. Ravanan 


This case scenario resulted in Vibishana Saranagathi. When Ravanan wanted to go for a war with Rama, 
Vibhishana tried to prevent that and also warned him of bad time influencing his bad action. Ravana was 
not ready to listen to his brother's words, and hence Vibishana had to leave the kingdom. After this 
Vibhishana surrendered to Rama. Despite the fact that he was from the arakkar kulam and also the enemy 
group, Rama offered to protect him without a second thought. 


Sons 
"putrargal rakshakargal allar enbathai rundran pakkalilum kamsan pakkalilum kAnalaam.." 


Swamy Pillai Lokacharyar takes the example of rudran and kamsan in explaining the incapability of son to 
protect his father. 


1. Rudran 


piNdiyAr maNdai Endhip piRar manai thirithanthuNNum, 
uNdiyAn sAbam theerththa oruvanoor, ulagam Eththum 
kaNdiyUr arangkam meyyam kachipEr mallai enRu 
maNdinAr, uyyal allAl maRRaiyArkkuyyalAmE? 
(Thirukkunthaandagam pasuram 19) 


Thirumangai Azhwar talks about the story of Rudran (Paramasivan) in the above pasuram. Rudran, 
because of the pride of killing Tripuram considered that he was superior to even his father, Brahma. 
Hence, he plucked one of his father's heads, which got struck in his hand as a vessel (brahma kapaalam). 
In order to get rid of this, he started to roam around all the places to get that filled with biksha. Finally, 
Perumal sprinkles his sweat from his chest and the vessel breaks in to pieces. Azhwar refers to this 
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Perumal in Thirukkandiyoor. HarasApavimOcanan is the Perumal's ThirunAmam in this Divya Desam. Here 
is another beautifu reference to this incidence by Kaliyan. Azhwar sings on the Perumal in SalagrAmam: 


venNdhaarenbum sudunNeeRum meyyil poosik kaiyagatthu, Or 
sanNdhaar thalai koNdulagEzhum thiriyum periyOn thaan senRu, en 
enNdhaay! saabam theer ena ilangkamudhanNeer thirumaarbil 
thanNdhaan, sanNdhaar pozhil soozhnNdha saaLakkiraamam adai nenjchE! 
(Periya Thirumozhi 1.5.8) 


The above incident clearly explains that Brahma, the father was not protected by his son Rudran. 
2. kamsan 


The story about kamsan is very well known. He imprisoned his father Ugrasenan and also his sister. In fact, 
he is a glowing example for a bad element in all aspects. 


Let us look at how other reationships also fail to protect the soul caught up in samsara in the following 
posting. 
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Are the close relatives our saviours or it is Him, as always? 
"mAthaa pithAkkal rakshakargal allar enbathai kaikeyi pakkalilum hiranyan pakkalilum kAnalaam." 
Mother: 


Swamy Pillai Lokacharyar clearly highlights Kaikeyi in the case scenario where even a mother cannot 
protect her son. Kaikeyi was the one who commanded Rama through Dasaratha to go on exile. She also 
requested Dasaratha to make Bharata the king of Ayodhya. Bharatan's vaibhavam in Ramayanam is even 
more than that of Lakshmanan and Raman in some instances. Rama was the most dearest son of 
Dasaratha. He always used to concern about his father's happiness. On the other hand, Dasaratha always 
used to concern about Rama and his happiness. Azhwars also were in the same state with Perumal. They 
used to joyously sing on Perumal with parivu, and in fact pongum parivu (PeriyAzhwar) whereas Perumal 
used to worry more about Azhwars' happiness. 


Rama though was an AgyAkAri putram, still was not able to satisfy Dasarathan as he did not bother about 
himself. In this aspect Dasaratha used to be proud of Lakshmana as Lakhmana used to completely take 
care of Rama. Lakshmana showed complete ShEshatvam to Rama. Bharata's vaibhavam is much more 
than this one. He showed complete pAratantra jnAnam. He behaved like an object without life in front of 
Rama. He was ready to do whatever Rama commanded. At one point of time in Ramayana, he said that 
"rAjyamum, naanum Ramanukku sondham". He combined both the life-less object and himself in the 
above statement. 


Kaikeyi was supposed to have facilitated ishta prApti and anishta nivrutti for her son. Instead she acted 
the other way. Ishta prApti refers to the means to nitya kaimkaryam where as anishta nivrutti refers to 
eliminating the obstacles in the way of attaining nitya kaimkaryam. Considering the vaibhavam of Bharata, 
even the son of that calibre was not protected by his mother. "peRRa thAyinum Ayina seiyyum..." 1-1-9 
of Periya Thirumozhi. 


Father: 

The story of Prahalada is well known to everyone. He was tortured by all means to recite Hiranya's name 
instead of Narayana mantram. Again, a son of the calibre of Prahalada who showed complete bhakti on 
Perumal was not protected by his father. 

"meEIAith thAi thandhaiyum avarE ini AVArE" ThiruvAymozhi 5-1-8. 


Husband: 


"sthrigalukku bharthaakkal rakshakargal illai enbathai dharma putrargal pakkalilum nalan pakkalilum 
kAnalaam." 


When pandavas went for the game of dice with kauravas, they lost everything. During that time, 
Dharmaputra did not want to accept the defeat. He wrongly perceived Draupadi as his property and 
gambled with her. Eventually they lost the game and Draupadi was ill-treated by kauravas before she was 
protected by Krishna when she surrendered to Him. 
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Nalan was a great king. Due to some reason he had lost a war with the king of another desam, and had to 
leave the entire kingdom to him. One night, he and his wife were staying in a choultry. Naln was very 
much disturbed and was not able to sleep properly. He thought that he will no longer be able to protect 
his life, and hence left her alone. Later he became a charioteer for a king. He made his wife to live in dire 
circumstances. He showed her the path to her parents’ house, thus leaving her in distress - "neRi kATTi 
nikkudhiyO!" Periya ThriuvandhAdhi 6. 


Pillai Lokacharyar has clearly highlighted examples of how all the close relations fail to protect a soul. In 
fact in all the cases, only Perumal has protected these souls finally. Let us look into the aspect of how 
other devatas also fail to protect a soul, in the following postings. 
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Relatives are like us? What about Other Deities? 
Other Devatas: 


All the relationships on this earth come only till the lifespan. There are some souls, devatas that have been 
vested with fulfilling certain wishes. These devatas can be invoked by proper yAgams and by offering 
certain dravyams to them. Vayu can amass lot of wealth for one. Similarly, agni is supposed to lead anyone 
by taking things forward. Now, Pillai Lokacharyar continues with the same question-answer session kind 
of narration in explaining how these devatas also cannot protect us. 


Sun and Moon 
ivargallelum rakshakargal agamAttagaiyAl nAttaaru kannai irukkum surya chandrargal pakkal kurai en? 


Pillai Lokacharyar posts a question as an analysis starting point by saying that the relationships fail to 
protect us, but sun and moon are glowing in day and night respectively to give light and cool ambience. 
What is the flaw in them? 


He himself answers that: 
ennil chandra suryarkal SarvEswaranuuku kattupattavargal. 


Sunlight is the main source of energy for any activity on earth. Lots of scientific actions revolve around 
sunrise and sunset. In fact, the entire span from sun rise to sun set is divided into 5 periods for carrying 
out various activities. Similarly, moon gives cool light in the night. It soothens one after a tiresome day. 
The key point here is that the rising and setting time and their motion are not under their control, but 
under the control of Perumal. An incident in Mahabharata is an example for this aspect. 


In order to protect Pandavas, Krishna advanced the amAvAsyA by one day from the actual date that 
Sahadeva had recommended to the Kauravas. Seeing Krishna performing tharpanam, sun and moon came 
and stood before him for justification. Krishna rightly answered them that He was correct because both 
sun and moon were together so that one's shadow fell on the other. 


Hence, it could be concluded that even sun and moon are under the control of Perumal, and so they 
cannot protect us completely. 


Let us continue with the case of Indra in the next posting. 
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Sun and Moon may not be Powerful? What about ... Indran 
Swamy Pillai Lokacharyar's discussion on Indran's case is very interesting. He starts with the following: 


trilOkya pAlakanAi irundhu eppozhudhu nam padham nazhuvappOgiratho endru anchi sApathukku 
aatpattu... 


Indran is the king of swarga loka, which is third in hierarchy from bhoomandalam. Though he is the king 
of all the devargal, he is always nervous not to loose his position. He even gets into lowly acts to maintain 
his position. There was a story of a king who succesfully completed a yAgam to get indra padhavi. He used 
to do lot of dhAna dharma in his kingdom. When he went to the swarga loka, Indra somehow wanted to 
prevent him from adorning the throne. When the king answered Indra's question on who was the great 
dharmasali in the king's rajyam, the latter had to reply that it was the king himself. Indra immdiately 
quoted the king as self-boasting soul and pushed him down back to the bhoolokam. 


Once, Durvasar had the garland prasadam of Sridevi nAchiyAr. He saw indra on the way, and gifted it to 
him. Without showing any respect for that, indra put that on his elephant. Unknown of the vaibhavam of 
the prasadam, the elephant put the garland down and stepped on it. Sage Durvasar immediately cursed 
indra to loose all the wealth. In other instance, indra got cursed by sage Gautama for misbehaviour with 
his wife. That time indra got 1000 eyes all on his body. 


indrajit kaiyil agappattu.. 
Indrajit, the son of Ravana had once defeated indran. That instance is also quoted by Pillai Lokacharyar. 
MahAbali pOlvar idathil Iswaryam pari koduthu kannum kanneer kondu kazhuthum kappadaiyumAi... 


Mahabali performed yAgam to get indra padhavi. At the time when he was about to finish it successfully, 
indran was horrified and eventually went and fell at the feet of Perumal. kappadai here refers to the torn 
cloth. A wealthy person, when he becomes poor, will always feel ashamed of showing his poor status to 
the external world, and hence will try to hide the torn cloth on his body. NammAzhwar refers to this state 
of a person in one of his pasurams when describing the state of a person who will get protected by 
Perumal. EmPerumAnAr has dedicated this pasuram for ThirunArAyanapuram: 


oru nAyagamAy Oda ulagudan Andavar 

karunAy kavarntha kAlar sidhaigiya pAnaiyar 

perunAdu kANa immaiyilE pichchai thAm koLvar 

thirunAraNan thAL kAlam peRach sindhiththuymminO (TVM 4.1.1) 


This kind of person will not even be able to recognize the dog lying on the road, as it would be dark when 
he comes out of his place. 


The fourth instance is about Govardana malai. People used to offer food to indra, but with the command 
of Krishna they stopped it once and offered it to the hill itself. That was consumed completely by Krishna. 
He himself is the hill, dam and everything as qutoed in sAstras. Krishna specifically did this act to show the 
people that indra is not a nitya (eternal) entity. 


Let us look into the case of Brahma and others in the following postings. 
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Brahma 


"BrahmAvum madhu kaidapargal kaiyil agappattu kann izhanthu, dhanam izhanthu, nilam thuzhAvi, 
rudran kaiyilaE thalai aruppundaiyAlum rakshagan AgamAttAn" 


Madhu and Kaidapa had once snatched the vedas from Brahma. Hence, he lost all the jnAnam and his 
wealth. In this context, veda is the wealth. This is considered as the wealth for andanars (Brahmins). 
Thirumangai Azhwar refers to this as andanar mAttu andhivaitha.... in ThirunedunthAndakam while 
referrring to the AshtAkshara mantram. 


Nilam thuzhAvi refers to the aspect of one looking down towards the earth with a physical activity with 
one's feet scratching the ground as a reaction to an embarrasing situation. This aspect could be referred 
to the follwing NammAzhwar's pasuram on ArAvayitrAn (popularly known as AppakudathAn in 
ThiruppErnagar, also known as Koviladi). 


inRennaip poruLAkkith thannathennuL vaiththAn 
anRennaip puNarththathen seyvAn? 

kunRennath thikazmAdangkaL sUz thiruppErAn 
onRenakkaruL seyya uNarththaluRREnE (TVM 10.8.9) 


There was an interesting discussion between Bhattar and Nanjeeyar about this pasuram. Azhwar says that 
today, Perumal has made him an entity in such a way that Perumal has entered in to his body. Where as 
this was not the case until yesterday - What is the justification for this? 


Perumal: Azhweer, you have attained all the aspects that a soul needs to attain by completely doing Atma 
samarpanam to me, and that is why | have entered in to you. You are so special. 


Without taking credit for himself, Azhwar replies with the following statement: 
That again is purely because of your nirhEtuka krupai. 


For this reply, Perumal could not answer any further and hence started to stand in a postion where He 
was looking down and drawing cirlces with His feet. Perumal is even a kind enough to do this nilam 
thuzhAval for bhaktA's sake. In this context, Perumal could be considered as Krishna in child form as 
NammAzhwar was completly immersed in "Krishna trishnA tattvam". 


On the other hand, in the case of Brahma he had to do nilam thuzhAval because he could not protect 
himself. Finally, Perumal took Hayagrivar avatAram to get back the vedas and protect Brahma. AlavandAr 
refers to three pathis, prajApathi (Brahma), pasupathi (Rudran) and RamApathi (Perumal) when referring 
to Brahma. When Perumal took TriVikrama avatAram, there were two water sources that fell on Perumal's 
feet. One was from the kamadalam of Brahma and the other was from MahAbali. Rudran took the water 
that fell from Brahma |Okam on his head to get himself purified, and hence got the name Shivan. 


Swamy PL also refers to the story where Brahma's head was plucked by Rudran. With all the all the above 
instances it becomes very clear that even Brahma cannot protect us from this samsara. 


Let us look into the case of Rudran in the next posting. 
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Rudran 


"sakala prAnigalaiyum samharikkum thozhilai udayavanAi vidAyar mugathilae neruppai sorinthAr polE 
thazhal niRa vaNNanAi thannai Asrayippavargalai aRuththu thA poRiththu thA endru kodum thozhil 
seyvadhAlum ..." 


Rudran's job is to get involved in destruction, and hence there is an inherant ambienece of sorrow while 
performing this activity. Also, the bhaktas of rudran get involved in strenuos physical means like walking 
on fire, etc... unlike Vishnu bhaktas. 


Infact, Vishnu bhaktas always enjoy the kaimkaryam as they get involved in goshti followed by prasadam. 
They dont even have to take shower in the middle of the day again unlike the shiva bhaktas. They need to 
get ready for the next goshti during the utsavam, and hence have to make sure they have their thrumaN 
kAppu on their forehead. 


Swami Pillai Lokacharyar also refers to the story from periya puranam on Siruthonda nayanar. He was 
commanded by rudran to have to cook piLLaik kaRi. Swamy Pillai Lokacharyar refers to rudran as thazhal 
niRa vaNNan as agaist mugil vaNNan for Perumal. Thazhal niRam refers to the colour of heat. Hence it is 
always not suited where as mugil niRam refers to coolness that suits every one. 

Two Divya Desam Perumals were called as mugil vaNNan by NammAzhwar in ThiruvAymozhi. Azhwar calls 
Srirangam Perumal as mugil vaNNan in his phalasruti pasuram (7.2). Immediately, in the next ten 
pasurams, Azhwar calls the Perumal of ThenthiruppErai as Nigaril Mugil vaNNnan (7.3). 

"nigaril mugilvaNNan nEmiyAn en nenjcham kavarndhu enai UzhiyAnE" 


Krishna bhaktas are always under the cool shade Him unlike the souls that worship rudran. 


We will contiune with the case of rudran further in the next posting. 
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Rudran continued ... 


"thannai thozhudha bAnanai thalai pOvAdAthu nOkkugirEn endru prathigyai seydhu kalli kattu sltram 
pOle kai slirrkka kandu_ uyir undAgil uppumAri unnalam = endru_ netrikkaNNai pudhaithu 
nazhuvinapadiyAlum ... 


loka pithAvAna brahmAvin thalaiyai thirugi kaiyum kaithalmumai kondu_ thirivAr pOle kaiyum 
kapAlamumai thirandhu kidantha vAsal thorum pugunthu thannai veliyittukkondAn AgaiyAlum rakshagan 
AgamAttan. 


Banasuran was a great siva bhakta. Pleased with his devotion, rudran had promised to protect him at any 
cost. Once, the asura's daughter ushai fell win love with Krishna's grand son, Anirudha in her dream. 
Ushai's friend knew the trick to trace Anirudha's face from Ushai's dream. Anirudha was secretly 
transported from his place by asura kumari. Learning this at a later stage, Banasura went on war with 
Krishna. That time, none including rudran's relatives were able to win the war for the asura. This instance 
was referred by ThiruArangathamudhnAr in Ramanuja NootrandhAdhi as: 


kArththigaiyAnum karimugaththAnum kanalum mukkaN 
mUrththiyum mOdiyum veppum mudhugittu mUvulagum 
pUththavanE! enRu pORRida vANan pizai poRuththa 
thirththanai Eththum irAmAnusan enthan sEma vaippE (22) 


In the end, Banasuran's hands were cut by Krishna. Krishna purposefully left few heads and hands for him 
so that he can perform his pitru karma. Also, he had already promised to Prahlada that he will not kill 
anyone in his vamsa. This act of cutting the hands was compared by Swamy Pillai Lokachayar to cutting 
down the cactus plant. Looking at the situation of the asura, rudran and his relatives ran for their life so 
that they could enjoy some pleasure by being alive. Even during the escape time, rudran wanted to hide 
his third eye with the thought that none could recognise him. 


The other story was the plucking of his father's head that has already been discussed by Swamy Pillai 
Lokacharyar. With the kapAlam in his hand, he entered all the open places for bikshA. Finally, Perumal 
was the only one who could make that kapAlam burst with his bikshA. That bursting is referred to 
dissipation of one's dream - of having plenty of welath after one has woken up from sleep. Such was the 
speed of reaction after Perumal's biksha. 


With all the above instances, Swamy Pillai Lokacharyar clearly shows that even rudran cannot protect a 
soul in samsara. 


To summarize: 
We have looked at relatives, devatas including sun, moon, indra, brahma, rudran. 
Will wealth protect us? 


Let us look at how Swamy Pillai Lokacharyar answers this part in the following posting. 
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Is Wealth a Protection? 


We have seen how various relations and devathas cannot protect us from this samsara. Wealth helps us 
accomplish so many things in this life. Even an uneducated person is well-respected if he is wealthy. Does 
this wealth have the capacity to protect us? 


Let us dwell into what Swamy Pillai Lokacharyar has to say about this: 


"Artham rakshagam endru nirUbiththAl kalvan kolluthal, kAmam kolluthal, kKOpam kolluthal, nyAthi 
kolluthal, vyAdhi kolluthal, pirarOdu ethirittu thannai thAnE vishapakshanam seydhu mudiththuk koluthal 
seykaiyAlaE, arthamum rakshagamAga mAttAthu..." 


Swamy Pilla Lokacharyar discusses various case scenarios where wealth will create a lot of problem to the 
soul. 


kalvan kolluthal 

More the wealth we have, more it is prone to be looted . It does not stop just with the case of thieves. In 
case, the government comes up with the rule that none of the citizen should save more than a stipulated 
amount of money, then there would be a necessity to surrender the money to the governement. Not just 
that. In those days, the amount of wealth was propotional to the amount of dhAyam one used to have 
from the fields. If one tried to store the extra dhAyam, there was a chance that mouse would eat them 
off. 


Swamy Vedanta Desikar wrote VairAgya PanchAsat when he was offered with wealth by his friend 
VidyAranyar. He points to Varadar as the one and only property. SImilarly, Swamy KUrathAzhwan left all 
his wealth to join Swamy Ramanujar's gOshti. Our AchArya Purushas considered jnAna, bhakti vairAgyam 
as the only property from their ancestors. 


kAmam kolluthal 

kondaattum kulambunaivum thamaRuRRaar vizhunNidhiyum, 
vandaar_pooNG kuzhalaaLum manaiyozhiya vuyirmaaydhal, 
kandaaRREn ulagiyaRkai...... (ThiruvAymozhi 4.9.3) 


kAmam has even worse impact than thieves. Azhwar points to the fact that this person will not even have 
the strength in his body, but will be a total slave to kAmam. He will get flowers for his lover. He will not 
be able to enjoy, but the fly that sits on her hair will be enjoying that. Still, he will not stop spending money 
for this insatiable desire despite the fact that he has become old. Instead, the same Azhwar recommends 
something else before he gets old: 

kiLaroLiyiLamai keduvathanmunnam, 

vaLaroLimaayOn maruviyakOyil, 

vaLariLampozilsooz maalirunjsOlai, 

thaLarvilaraagil saarvathusathirE (ThiruvAymozhi 2.10.1) 


He asks all of us in samsara to visit ThirumAlirunjsOlai before we get old. Similarly, Thirumangai Azhwar 
asks us to visit Badri before we get old. 


nyAthi kolluthal, kKOpam kolluthal 
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This aspect to refers to fight among brothers for the property. The consequence of this is very much 
evident form Mahabharata. Azhwar refers to the wealth as fire, and hence recommends us not to embrace 
it. 


vyAdhi kolluthal 

This case is very much relevant to the current age. None of us can get treated for even a small ailment 
without paying for that. Thondaradippodi Azhwar pleads that his life gets wasted with all the aspects 
including vidyA, sleep, sickness, age factor and other materialistic aspects, and hence requests 
RanganAthar to take him away from this samsara. 


vEthanUI pirAyam nURu manisar thAm puguvarElum, 
pEdhai pAlakanathAkum piNi pasi mUpputh thunbam, 
AthalAl piRavi vVENdEn arangamA nagaruLAnE (Thirumaalai 3) 


Visha paksham Seydhu mudithukkoluthal 

This case scenario is also read about in present days in news papers. People sopmetimes get involved in 
increasing their materialistic lifestyle by borrowing money. Sometimes it might so happen that the person 
may not be able to pay the interest and hence gets submerged in total liability. To escape from this 
situation, he tried ending up his life with poison. Here again, Azhwar suggests a way for them: 


adisEr mudiyinarAgi arasargaL thAm thozha, 

idisEr murasangaL muRRaththiyamba irunthavar, 

podisEr thugaLAyp pOvargaLAdhalin nokkena, 

kadisEr thuzhAymudik kaNNan kazhalgaL ninaiminO (ThiruvAymozhi 4.1.3) 


In fact, Azhwar talks about the distress caused by wealth in all the ten pasurams in this pathikam. Even a 
king will come to a stage where he will become a dust, and hence asks us to grab the feet of Kannan before 
we actually get to that stage. Indra, because of his ahamkAra was turned to a beggar by DurvAsa. We saw 
this story while discussing about him. 


Thus, Swamy Pillai Lokacharyar has shown us that even wealth cannot protect us from samsara. The only 
kadan that we as SriVaishnavas can have is also advocated by Azhwar in the following pasuram. 


vEngadangaL meymmeEI vinai muRRavum, 
thAngaL thangatku nallanavE seyvAr, 
vEngadatthuRaivArkku namavennalAm kadamai, 
athu sumanthArkatkE 

(ThiruvAymozhi 3.3.6) 
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The Real Protector 


Till the last posting we have seen how Swamy Pillai Lokacharyar has shown that none of the relatives, 
devatas and wealth can protect a soul from samsara. With the case of elimination, Swamy Pillai 
Lokacharyar finally discusses about the actual protector. 


Iswaran mAthA pithAkkal vitta avasthaiyilum pinnu nindru adiyEnukku uttrAnAi valarthu en uyirAgi 
nindrAn... 


Sriman Narayan is the one who always stands in the background to protect every soul. In fact, he could 
accomplish this by standing in front, but we as ignorant souls will immediatley be banking only on 
ourselves instead of Him. He does not just protect us, but very much gets into our heart and develops all 
the jnAnam required by one to perform surrender and hence attain nitya kaimkarya prApthi. Finally, He 
also becomes the life of the soul by being the antaryAmin. Once He has accomplished all these tasks, the 
soul will reach a stage where it will not want to leave Him. This aspect is very much evident from the life 
of Azhwars. 


engnganEyO annaimIrgAL! ennai munivadhu nlr?, 
nangaL kOlath thirukkuRungudi nambiyai nAn kaNda pin, 
sanginOdum nEmiyOdum thAmaraik kaNgaLodum, 
senganivA onRinOdum selginRathen nenjchamE 


Nammazhwar blames his mother and her neighbours for the status that he is in, after seeing 
Thirukkurungudi Nambi. His mother was the first to show Nambi to him. Once he had seen him, he was 
not ready to leave Nambi. Azhwar could not resist singing on Nambi. Whenever he closed his eyes (not to 
see Nambi), Azhwar would get the image of Nambi. When he opened his eyes, Nambi was standing in 
front of him. Such was the state of Azhwar after having seen Nambi. This is the kind of state that the soul 
will get to when Perumal enters into it. 


Swamy Pillai Lokacharyar does not stop with this. He continues with: 

engirapadiyE thAn urukeduthu vErruru koNdu thAi mukham kAttiyum insollu solliyum brAthAkkalum 
barthAkkalum negizhakkaNdu thAn nErittuk koNdu kazhuthilE Olai kattik koNdu thoodhu pOyum, 
puruvam neritha idathilE thErai nadAthiyum mArpilE anbEtrum sAvAmal nOkkiyum, sethArai meettum 


nArAyana prayukthathAle udhara tharippAle agavAyilE nindru sathaiyai nOkki nirkaiyAle rakshagan AvAn.. 


Let us get into each of the above aspects of Sriman Narayanan and conclude the series in the next posting. 
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The Real Protector ... continued 


engirapadiyE than urukeduthu vErruru kondu thAy mugam kAttiyum insollu solliyum brAthAkkalum 
barthAkkalum negizhak kaNdu thAn nErittuk koNdu kazhuththilE Olai kattik koNdu thoodhu pOyum, 
puruvam neriththa idaththilE thErai nadAththiyum mArbilE ambEtrum sAvAmal nOkkiyum, seththArai 
meettum nArAyana prayukthaththAle udhara tharippAle agavAyilE nindru saththaiyai nOkki niRkaiyAIE 
rakshagan AvAn.. 


There are lots of instances where Sriyapthi has taken different forms to protect a soul. In fact, he also has 
come down to live in Divya Desams in various forms accepting the request of bhaktas. He is the one who 
shows complete motherly nature to all the souls. Initially we saw that even a mother cannot protect a 
soul. That instance refers to parental nature that leads one in the wrong direction. 


kazhuthilE Olai kattik koNdu thoodhu pOyum 

He has in fact indulged in lowly activities to just protect his bhakta. He went as a messenger for Pandavas 
by wearing the garland with olai. His kalyaNa guNam is more visible in the fact that He resides as Pandava 
Dhoothan in a Divya Desam for current day bhaktas. 


puruvam neritha idathilE thErai nadAthiyum mArbilE ambEtrum sAvAmal nOkkiyum 

He did not stop with this act. He won the battle for pandavas just by driving the chariot. Pandavas did not 
win the battle by their valour. He protected Arjuna from the rain of arrows by accepting them on His body. 
Again He shows His kalyana gunam with the same Thirumukhamandalam, as Parthasarathy in 
ThiruvallikkEni Divya Desam. He stood by His promise of not taking the weapon in His hand before the 
battle. Thirumangai Azhwar refers to this in his pasuram as.. 


paRRalar veeyak kOl kaiyil koNdu pArththan than thEr mun ninRAnai, 
siRRavai paNiyAl mudi thuRandhAnaith thiruvallikkENik kaNdEnE 
(Periya Thirumozhi 2.3.1) 


Krishna also protected Arjuna from Agni asthram by making him get down the chariot first. Initially, Arjuna 
was hesitant to get down first, but Krishna requested him to get down. 


seththArai meettum 

He also protected the pandavas from yaksha and broght them back alive after they had consumed 
poisonous water. In other instance, Krishna brought back the son of His guru Sandipini from the clutches 
of an asura. This is referred to by Thirumangai Azhwar in his pasurams on Srirangam Perumal... 


Othu vAymaiyum uvaniyap piRappum unakku mun thandha andhaNan oruvan, 
kAdhalenmagan pugalidam kANEn kaNdu nee tharuvAy enakkenRu, 

kOdhil vAymaiyinAn unai vENdiya kuRai mudiththavan siRuvanaik koduththAy, 
AdhalAl vandhun adiyiNai adaindhEn aNi pozhil thiruvarangaththammAnE 
(Periya Thirumozhi 5.8.7) 


Azhwar refers to another instance where Krishna borught back the newborn babies of a rishi from Thayar 
in Paramapadam. Thayar had took those babies to just make Krishna come to paramapadam and show 


some of His leela. 


vEdha vAy mozhi andhaNan oruvan enthai nin saraN ennudai manaivi, 
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kAdhal makkaLaip payaththalum kANAL kadiya theyvangoNdoLikkum, enRazhaippa 
EdhalAr munnE innaruL avarkkuch seydhun makkaL maRRivarenRu koduththAy, 
AdhalAl vandhun adiyiNai adaindhEn aNi pozhil thiruvarangaththammAne 

(Periya Thirumozhi 5.8.8) 


nArAyana prayukthathAle udhara tharippAle agavAyilE nindru sathaiyai nOkki niRkaiyAIE 

His very name, Narayana refers to the fact that He is the one from whom everything arises and He is the 
one who sustains and protects us all. Hence, this relationship is similar to that of a baby's relationship with 
its mother's womb. 


Swamy Pillai Lokacharyar continues with Akinchanyatvam and hence shows us that Narayana is the one 
and only protector for all the souls. We will look at that in the next posting, which will be the concluding 
one. 
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He is 'The Be all and End All for all’ 


Ini Akinchanyam Avadhu karma, jnAna, bhaktigalukku hEtuvAna Atma guNangaLilum anvayam andrikkE 
avattrRkku vipareethangal AnavatrrAIE thAm paripooraNanAga irukkum iruppaiyum.. nam karyathukku 
nAm kadavOm allOm endru ninaiththuk koNdu avan kai pArthu Iswaranai upAyamAga pattrum nirbaranAi 
irukkum avanukku sarlra avatAna kAlathilE prApthi alLiththu nayAmi endru arulich seydhapadiyE Iswaran 
thAne sarakkAlai vandhu archirArthi mArgathilE paramapadam koNdu pOy nithya muktharOdE oru kOvai 
Akki nithya kaimkaryaththaik koduththu aruLum padiyAle IswaranE rakshagan AgirAn 


As an ordinary soul, karma, jnAna bkakthigal will not fetch mOksham. Even Azhwars have pleaded about 
this Akincanyathvam and hence surrendered to Perumal completely. Nammazhwar surrenders to 
Vanamamalai peruaml as: 


nORRa nOnbilEn nuNNaRivilEn agilum ini unnai vittu onRum ARRakiRkinRilEn aravinaNai ammAnE, 
sERRuth thAmarai senneloodu malar sireevara mangalanagar, 
veeRRirundha endhAy! unakku migaiyallEnangE (Thiruvaymozhi 5.7.1) 


Only when a soul gets the complete bhakti (which is like the flow of oil), will it get Atma gunams like 
kshamA, dhamA and shanty. This means is not recommended in our sampradAyam as it creates 
dependency on a factor other than Perumal himself to attain Him. 


When a soul has completely surrendered with the belief that it is a total slave to Perumal, it need not 
worry about the state when the death occurs. Perumal himself has quoted in his Varaha charama slokam 
as "nayAmi". The soul need not remember about Perumal. Instead Perumal will remember the soul in that 
state. 


Swamy Pillai Lokacharyar refers to Peruumal as Sarakku Aal, the labourer. Once the soul performs 
Saranagati, Perumal will act as a labourer to lead that soul via the ArcirArdi mArgam to His abode, 
SriVaikuntam. He will grant a place amongst the nithyasUris and mukthas in His abode. Also, He will grant 
the nithya kaimkaryam opportunity. That is the kind of state that the soul will be in, when it attains the 
knowledge that Sriman Narayanan is the only ruler and everything else is slave to Him. Swamy 
Nammazhwar requests this kind of kaimkaryam from ThiruVengadamudayAn... 


ozhivil kAlam ellAm udanAy manni, 
vazhuvilA adimai seyya VENdum nAm, 
thezhikural aruvith thiruvEngadaththu, 
ezhilkoL sOthi enthai thanthai thanthaikkE 
(Thiruvaymozhi 3.3.1) 


Again, Azhwar advocates that in order to get this nitya kaimkaryam, all we need to realize is we are not 
ours, but we all belong to Him. Hence, He is the Swami and we all are His servants. 


vEngadangaL meymmeEI vinai muRRavum, 

thAngaL thangatku nallanavE seyvAr, 

vEngadaththuRaivArkku namavenna [Angkadamai, adhu sumanthArkatkE 
(Thiruvaymozhi 3.3.6) 
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With all the above discussion, it becomes very clear that in our sampradAyam, we should not try to attain 
something other than mOksham through Sriyapathi and also we should not try to attain Him through 
some other means. 


The conclusion is: 
We should attain Perumal only through Him. 


aDiyEn would like to conlude the series with the following Nammazhwar pasuram on VaithamAnidhi 
Perumal of ThirukkOlur: 


uNNum sORu parugu neer thinnum veRRilaiyum ellAm 
kaNNan, emperumAn enRenRE kaNkaL neer malgi, 
maNNinuL avan seer vaLam mikkavanoor vinavi, 
thiNNam enniLamAn pugumoor thirukkOLoorE 
(Thiruvaymozhi 6.7.1) 
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